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Homework
 Invite us to present in your 

community (I’ll bring chocolate!)

 List 3 (or more!) steps you can 
take to include children and 
families in the reentry 
conversation 



Introductions

Based in Durham

 

Statewide

Coastal Horizons program

 



Introductions

Educate professionals (invite us!)

 Support relationships (introduce us!)

 Identify and promote (ask us!)

https://www.ourchildrensplace.com/places-weve-been/
https://www.northcarolinahealthnews.org/2023/09/21/13-nc-prisons-working-to-make-visitation-spaces-more-child-friendly/


Why This Conversation?

Nationally – 2.7 million or

  1 in every 28 

children has a parent in 
prison or jail

In North Carolina                  

◼  A.E. Casey report (1 in 14; 7%)             

21,277 *

Look At The Numbers

https://ncpolicywatch.com/2023/03/13/monday-numbers-nearly-19000-children-in-nc-have-a-parent-whos-imprisoned/
https://www.aecf.org/topics/parental-incarceration/
https://www.aecf.org/topics/parental-incarceration/


“Don’t forget 
about the 
family!”

Jill, 18 years old
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t ❑ End of incarceration 
doesn’t mean end of 
impacts

❑ Is anyone talking with 
the children?

❑ Has anyone asked the 
child about their 
feelings?

❑ What do they know? 
Who told them?
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❑ Were promises made 

while the parent was 
incarcerated? (promises 
made, promises kept?)

❑ Are we setting realistic 
expectations? What are 
the parent’s post-
release obligations?
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❑ School, faith community, 

DSS, afterschool programs, 
others = possible support

❑ Are clients asked about 
their families/children?

❑ 2nd Chance employers + 
housing, DL work, child 
support



See Us, Support Us (SUSU)

See Us, Support Us

https://www.susu-osborne.org/


2025 + Invite, encourage, challenge!



Homework
 Invite us to present in your 

community (I’ll bring chocolate!)

 List 3 (or more!) steps you can 
take to include children and 
families in the reentry 
conversation 



Let’s Continue the Conversation!
(Who do I want to connect with about this topic?)

Melissa Radcliff
Our Children’s Place of Coastal Horizons

(919) 904-4286 (Google Voice)
mradcliff@coastalhorizons.org

Facebook | Website

https://www.facebook.com/CoastalHorizonsCenter/
https://www.ourchildrensplace.com/
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